OUR HONORED ARTISTS...

At this 165" Anniversary Gala, the Philadelphia
Sketch Club presents Philadelphia Sketch Club
Medals to Maureen Drdak, Michael Gallagher and
Richard S. Ranck for their creativity and
achievements in the visual arts

MAUREEN DRDAK - ARTIST BIO

Drdak’s work and research has taken her to Europe,
North Africa, the Middle East, India, Nepal and the
Himalayas.

A graduate of the Pennsylvania Academy of the
Fine Arts and the University of the Arts, Drdak is
the recipient of numerous honors, including the
2011 U.S. Fulbright Senior Scholar Award for Nepal;
her Fulbright work, The Prakriti Project, pioneered
the first synthesis of repoussé metalwork and
contemporary painting. Drdak received personal
support from H. F. Lenfest and Eugene V. Thaw for
Lung-Ta, an art and music collaborative with
international Philadelphia-based composer Dr.
Andrea Clearfield inspired by the Tibetan Kingdom
of Lo in the Nepalese Himalayas, which premiered
at the UArts in 2009 and University of Chicago’s
Rockefeller Chapel in May, 2012.

Drdak’s work is found in numerous private
collections within the U.S. and abroad, notably, the
Berthe and John Ford Collection, Shelley and
Donald Rubin (The Rubin Museum of Art), Lynda
and Stuart Resnick, Emir Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
Al Thani and Sheikha Mozah of Qatar. Institutions
include The Walters Museum (Baltimore), the
College of Physicians of Philadelphia, the Philip and
Muriel Berman Museum of Art, the James A.
Michener Art Museum, the Fellowship of PAFA, and
Yad Va Shem Holocaust Memorial in Jerusalem. Her
exhibition history includes numerous solo and
group exhibitions in the U.S. and abroad,
international arts festivals, and museum and

academic lecture venues by invitation. She has
written and published extensively for academic and
museum journals and international arts magazines.
Drdak is former President and Advisor to the Board
of the Fellowship of the Pennsylvania Academy of
the Fine Arts.

MICHAEL GALLAGHER - ARTIST BIO

Michael Gallagher is a painter whose work moves
freely between abstraction and representation. A
Philadelphia-native, Gallagher spent his formative
years studying at the venerated Pennsylvania
Academy of the Fine Arts (PAFA), which is well
known for alumni and pedagogy dedicated to the
practice of observational painting traditions.
Throughout the 1980s, Gallagher adhered to many
classical oil painting techniques while
experimenting with a blending of shapes and
imagery. This approach has been the theme of his
work for nearly forty years. Gallagher is the
recipient of five Excellence in Teaching Awards from
the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts where
he has taught painting and drawing for several
decades. After numerous successful solo and group
exhibitions in the region, Michael Gallagher is now
represented by Gross McCleaf Gallery.

His works are in a number of public and corporate
collections including Aronson and Partners,
Philadelphia Pa, Delotte and Touche, New York, NY,
PepsiCo, New York, NY, MasterCard, New York, NY,
the Wilmington Trust, Time Warner, Legg Mason,
The Franklin Mint, the Pennsylvania Academy of

the Fine Arts and the Woodmere Art Museum.

RICHARD S. RANCK - ARTIST BIO

Graduate of UPenn in art history, and PAFA
certificate in painting.

He has had numerous solo, invited, and group
shows in Philadelphia, New York, Maine, Hither
and yon.



He has represented himself, mostly, since the
retirement of Richard Rosenfeld, with whom he
showed and to whom he turned as friend and
mentor. And with Chuck More whose small stable
of artists greatly influenced his art practice.

He finished his studies at PAFA as a figurative oil
painter.

But over time drifted over to a more abstract view,
affected particularly by trip to Australia in 1993
Where he learned about and looked at Aboriginal
artwork and their thoughts about dream time.

He’s still learning and deciding.

He started carving wood to satisfy his love of
dimension, since abandoned in painting, and

is guided by work from Australia, Oceania, and
Africa - all native works everywhere.

You might say he looks in and out, toward the
spiritual world while retaining the joy of

Seeing.

He greatly appreciates this honor by The Sketch
Club, and his inclusion with Michael and Maureen.
While unsure if it is deserved, he embraces it
gratefully.



